JOHN COWLAND

resulting from the communication of this dreadful news;
the astonishment of the afflicted father, the agony of the
frantic mother, may possibly be conceived, though it cannot
be painted. According to an old Scottish law it was decreed
that " if a murderer should be taken with the blood of the
murdered person on his clothes, he should be prosecuted
in the Sheriff's Court, and executed within three days after
the commission of the fact." The prisoner was therefore
committed to jail and chained down to the floor all night,
and on the following day the sheriff issued his precept for
the jury to meet; and in consequence of their verdict
Hunter was brought to his trial, when he pleaded guilty,
and added to the offence he had already committed the
horrid crime of declaring that he only lamented not hav-
ing murdered Mr Gordon's daughter as well as his sons.
The sheriff now passed sentence on the convict, which was
to the following purpose : that " on the succeeding day he
should be executed on a gibbet, erected for that purpose on
the spot where he had committed the murders; but that,
previous to his execution, his right hand should be cut off
with a hatchet, near the wrist; that then he should be drawn
up to the gibbet by a rope, and when he was dead, hung in
chains between Edinburgh and Leith, the knife with which he
committed the murders being stuck through his hand, which
should be advanced over his head and fixed therewith to the
top of the gibbet." Mr Hunter was executed in strict con-
formity to the above sentence on the 22nd of August, 1700.
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Who suffered Death on loth of December', 1700, for
stabling Sir Andrew Slanmng^ Baronet, near
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Oacquaintance with an orange-woman, while in the pit
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